
I

Euless Municipal Court COVID 19 Operating Plan

AfterJune 1,2020
RecognizinS the need to ensure the heahh and safety of lhitants, attomeys, visitors,

court staff, iudSes, and other individuals entering the building housing the court, the Euless

Municipal Court will implement the following protective measures:

General

1. All jud8es will comply with the Emergenry Orders issued by the Supreme Court of Texas

and Court of Criminal Appeals, lnduding conducting in-person proceedings according to
the guidance issued by the Office of Court Administration regarding rccial distancin&
maximum group size, and other restrictlons and precautions.

2. All judges will use all reasonable efforts to conduct proceedints remotely.
3. The Presidint Judge will monitor reguirements of the local health authoiity and the

Govemor of Texas, consult with the city mayor and/or city manager and will adjust this
operating plan as necessary with conditions in Tarrant County and the State ofTexas.

4. Judges will begin setting non-essential lr}.person proceedings no soon€r June 9, 2020.

JudEe and Coun Staff Heahh

1. Judges and court staff who can perform the essential functions oftheirjob remotely will
telework when possible and wlren allowed bythe qty of Euless.

2. Judges or court st{$u[o feel feverish or have measured their own temperatures equal

to or greater than ldef or with new or worsening signs or symptoms of COVID-19 suctr

as cough, shortness of breath or dfficrlty breathing. cfrills, repeated shaking with chillt
muscle pain, headache, sore throat loss of taste or smell, diarrftea, or having known
close clntact with a person who is confirmed to have COVID-19 will not be permitted to
enter the building and *rould seek medical advice.

3. Judges, bailiffr, marshals and court staff will be requested and encouraged to wear face

coverings when unable to maintain a 6 feet distance ftom court attendeet practice

social distancin& and practice appropdate hygiene recommendations during all in-
person court settingF.

Protective Measures:

The Court will provide hand sanitizer to all court staff. The Court will maintain a
sanitation station in the lobby ofthe court for the public. and, if awailable, hand sanitizer
at each derfs window for the public.

The C.ourt will sanitize courtr@ms b€tween each session.
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The Court will maintain social dlstandng of 6 feet at all times unless otherwise required
by security procedures. The Court will pon signs in public areas reminding people of the
best hygiene protools.

Schedulinr

1. Court doclets will be set in such a way as to limit tte number of defendants and

obsewers in the courtroom to 25% of the total oourtroom capacity.

Vulnerable Pooulations

1. lndividuals who are oyer age 55 and individuals with sedous underlying heahh

conditiont such as high blood pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma,
and those whose immune systems are compromised such as by chemotherapy fior

cancer or other conditions requirint such therapy are consldered to be wlnerable
populations.

2. The Court will indude information on orders setting hearings, dod(ets noticet and in
other communlcations nottfyint indivlduals who are in vulnerable populations ofthe
ability to contact the court to identify themselves as a vulnerable lndividual and request
a video appearance orifthat is not possible, a continuance to a later date.

Social Dlstancinr

1. All peBons not from the same household who are permitted in the court building will be

reguired to maintain adequate social distancing of at least 6 feeL
2. Only one person is permitted in the restroom at a time.
3. The maximum number of persons permitted in the 8allery of each courtroom has been

determined and posted. The maximum capacity ofthe courtroom will be monitored and

enforced by court staff.
4. The gallery ofthe courtroom has been marked to identify appropriate social distancing

in the seating. Seating is marked and stattered to allow a distance of 5 feet between all
penrons seated in the courtroom.

5. ln each courtroom, the counsel tables, witness stand, judge's bendr, and clerlq court
reporter, and bailiff seating have been aranged in such a way so that there ls social
distancing of at least 5 feet between eact space.

HYdene

1. Hand sanitazer dispensers have been placed at the entrances to the buildin&
2. The Department of State Health Service's "stop the Spread of Germs Flyer' has been

posted in multiple locations on each floor ofthe court building along with other siBna8e
directing people to maintain a distance of 6 feet apart.

Screenlne
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1. When individuals attempt to enter the couG the bailiffor marshal will ask the
individuals if they are feellng feverish; have a cough, shortness of breath, or dfficulty
breathing or have been in dose contact with a person who is confirmed to have COVID-

19, lndividuals who indicate yes to any of these questions will be refused admittance to
the court building.

2. Bailifts or marchals who are screening individuals entering the court building will be
provided personal protective equipment including face masks, gloves and sanitizer.

Face Correrlnts

1. All indMduals entering the court will be reguested and encouraged to wear face

coverints. Mask are arailable for anyone who does not b,ing their own face covering

to court.
2. Pens used by the public to sign documents will be sanitized before and after each use.

lndividuals will also be tree to use their own blue or bladr pen.

deanlnr

1. Staff will dean the courtroom between each court sesslon or docket.

2. Common areas in the court area will be cleaned twice daih.
3. Staff have been provided cleaning supplies shown to be effective with this coronavirus.
4. Court building cleaning staff have been trained on proper cleaning techniques and

provided appropriate personal protectlve equipment.

I am the sole judge with courtrooms in tie court building. ln developin8 the plan, I reviewed
information from the local heahh authority and the Texas Govemo/s offtce, as well as

consulted with the mavor/ciw manager for the City of Euless, documentatlon of whicfi is

attached to this plan. I will ensure that this Operating Plan is followed and that we conduct
proceedings consistent with the plan.

Signed thisth€ .4 day ofJune,2OlO.

tacy
ing ,udde

Euless Municipal Court
825-8 Thousand Oaks DrivE
Euless, TX 7@54
a17/ 7a8-70,.5
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